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The 2006 Summer Reading Program will go out with a bang with it’s final event of 
the season.  On July 15, 2006 KPL will host an activity-filled “Family Fun Day” at 
the Farmer’s Market.  Fun day attendees can expect to see activities and entertain-
ment to fit the interests of all ages.  Beginning at 9 AM, library staff will be on hand 
to offer face-painting an snow cones.  At 10 AM audiences will be thrilled by the 
world-renowned Jesse White Tumblers who will perform an acrobatics and gym-
nastics presentation.  Principal Mike Rolanitis will dare you to try your pitching arm 
while sitting in our “Dunk Tank”.   Our very own semi-professional football team, the 
Kankakee Seminoles, accompanied by their cheerleaders, the Seminettes, will be 
on hand to meet and greet their hometown fans. Also, the Kankakee Fire Depart-
ment will have their “Safety House” on display to teach children, and adults alike, 
all about fire safety. Other attractions will include a book sale by the “Friends of The 
Library”, library card sign-ups, 
and “Ask the Computer Expert”.  
Bring the whole gang and join us 
at the Farmer’s Market (Station 
& Schuyler) on July 15 for an 
day of family fun.   

Project Next Generation, 
the first-ever statewide 
mentoring program, is 
well under way at the 
Kankakee Public Library. 
The program began  on 
June 6 and continues 
through July 27.  Partici-
pants, exclusively junior 
high students, have 
gained an exciting new 
opportunity to explore 
their interests and 

develop technological 

and life skills under the 
guidance of project 
mentors.  Students are 
learning how to use com-
puters, the Internet, digi-
tal cameras, MP3 players 
and other technologies 
along with effective 
communication skills, 
problem solving and goal 
setting techniques.  On 
June 21, participants vis-
ited the DuSable Mu-
seum and Navy Pier in  
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Chicago.  You can see the 
Next Gen kids flexing their 
new skills in person, on July 
15 at Family Fun Day. They 
will be recording activities 
as part of a pod cast 
presentation.  Keep up the 
good work! 
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To reward the students who completed the 2006 
Summer Reading Program , KPL is hosting an 

after hours party at the Kankakee Valley Park Dis-
trict Splash Valley Aquatic Park.  This event, enti-
tled “Book It To Splash Valley”, will be held on Fri-

day, July 7, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  During the 
months of June and July through Aug 1, Tuesdays 
were designated as “Library Days”, where patrons 
could show their library cards at the gate and get 
$1 off general admission.  Many area libraries 
have pitched in to provide Library Splash-Story 
and Snack” from 1:00 to 3:00 pm on these days.  
Just another way Youth Services makes summer 

reading lots of fun! 

“Book It To Splash Valley”“Book It To Splash Valley”“Book It To Splash Valley”“Book It To Splash Valley”    

►Have a weekly game night. 
Break out the card, board, 
and other fun games (UNO 
works well for all ages), 
have chips, dip, etc.  And if 
you have a deck, patio, or 
large porch this activity 
can easily turn into an 
outdoor event. 

 

►Make your own pizzas 
(see recipe above). 

 

►Have a video night, rent 
or borrow tapes from 
friends or go to your local 
library to borrow videos. 

 

►Take walks around your 
neighborhood, use a scaven-
ger hunt to make it fun! 

 

►Have everyone pitch in and 
make a big family dinner. 

►Volunteer at local sup 
kitchen or charity, as a family. 

 

►Assign a week to each 
person and do what that 
person wants to do! 

 

 

►During chores, take 
turns reading a good story 
aloud. 

 

►Go to a school play-
ground in a different part 
of the town or a nearby 
town and have a picnic or 
fly kites. Best if the kites 

are homemade. 

 
►Go to the library and find a 
book on puppets, kites, or 
even foreign foods cookbooks. 
Pick an activity and do it with 
the kids. 

 

Check out this book at KPL! 
P 646.7 GAI 

Summer Fun Ideas That Fit Any BudgetSummer Fun Ideas That Fit Any BudgetSummer Fun Ideas That Fit Any BudgetSummer Fun Ideas That Fit Any Budget    
Who says family fun has to cost a lot? 

“Summer Reading Has Set Sail”“Summer Reading Has Set Sail”“Summer Reading Has Set Sail”“Summer Reading Has Set Sail”    

 

 Ahoy, Mates!  Children of all ages in Kankakee have 
got their sea legs in gear and launched on an exotic 

voyage with  endless destinations.  This year’s 
theme “Set Sail For KPL” kicked off with an Island 
Luau Party on June 3 where we boarded ship and 

“Set Sail From KPL” for our 2006 Summer Reading 
Program.  The 58 children and teens in attendance 

learned that a great book can take you to exotic and 
exciting places and the Kankakee Public Library is 
a great port of departure!  On June 17, we visited a 
pineapple under the sea at our Sponge Bob party, 

where 102 kids were in  attendance. Our next desti-
nation was the shore on June 27 for our Teen Beach 
Party.  This year’s theme was swimming with hid-
den literary treasures, adventurous activities, mov-

ies and crafts that were fun for mates of all ages.   



New Crew Member On BoardNew Crew Member On BoardNew Crew Member On BoardNew Crew Member On Board    
The Youth Services Dept. would like to 
introduce and 
welcome one of 
our newest ad-
ditions, Fabiana 
Lopez.  Fabi, as 
we affectionately 
call her, is a 
senior at the 
University of 
Illinois at Chi-
cago, where she 
majors in Politi-
cal Science.  She enjoys working with 
children and is enthusiastic about 
being of service to our Spanish speak-
ing patrons.  Here are some fun facts 
about Fabi: 

       Favorite Kankakee restaurant:  Poor Boy’s on East Court Street 

  Favorite TV show:  The Family Guy 

  Favorite movie:  Labyrinth 

  Something the average person doesn’t know about her: 

  She once played soccer in all boys league without her parents          

  knowing 

  3 people (dead or alive) that she would like to have dinner 

  with:  Her great-grandfather, God & Cesar Chavez 

  Favorite place in her community: The parks by the river 

  Most influential person(s) to her:  Her family 

       Who would she like to change places with for a day?           

       Her little cousin, to see how it feels to be a kid again.  

       Favorite children’s book: Rumpelstiltskin 

Stop by Youth Services 
& say hi to Fabi! 

 

 

 

A better approach might sound like 
this: “What’s one thing at school 
that went well today?” Or, “What’s 
the worst thing about the worst 
teacher at school?”  
 
Better still, ask a about a 
specific teacher, class, or 
activity. Jot down notes 
from your previous con-
versations and you’ll 
have a natural reason to 
follow up. Keep a photo-
copy of your child’s class 
schedule in your desk or 
even tucked in your 
planner. A generic ques-
tion usually gets a ge-
neric answer. But if you 
get specific, they’re 
much more likely to 
open up.  

Also, if they do share a 
problem at school, don’t rant, lec-
ture or give your famous pat an-
swers. Just listen and acknowledge 
their frustration. 

 

 

 

 

Remember, dad. First connect. 
Then share your great wisdom with 
respect.  

One more thing to keep in 
mind. When you ask can 
be just as important as 
how you ask. Maybe your  

daughter needs to unwind 
a bit before she’s ready to 
talk. Or, maybe going out 
for a soda or for a walk will 
help get rid of busyness 
and distractions.  
 
With practice, dads, we can 
learn to probe beneath the 

details of where a child 
went, what he did, who 
he saw, and so on, and 
get to the real heart of 
what’s happening with 

your child—his ideas and feelings 
about all of it.  
 
It’s a real breakthrough, and it’s 
one of the best rewards in fathering. 

“How was school?” “Fine.” Surely 
there’s a way to have better conver-
sations with our kids.  
 
Do you want to pass your values on 
to your children? Do you want to 
talk about what’s truly important? 
Maybe you simply want them to do 
their chores? It can be done, but we 
may have to learn some new tricks.  
 
One of those tricks is the ability to 
draw out your kids, to relate to 
them in a way that they want to 
share their thoughts and feelings 
and the happenings of the day. 
Many dads have a long way to go in 
this area. They ask their kids ques-
tions like, “Did you have a good 
time?” or “How did school go to-
day?” Now sure, that shows you’re 
interested, but how does your child 
respond? “Yeah.” “Nah.” Or maybe 
just a grunt or a sigh. Sometimes 
our questions come across as ob-
scure, or they require no thinking 
from the child.  
 

“A generic question usually 

gets a generic answer. But if 

you get specific, they’re much 

more likely to open up”.  

Just For Dads… 
Written by Ken Canfield, Ph.D. & Founder of The National Center for Fathering 

Reprinted with permission from www.fathers.com  

Between the Lions Page 3 

Check out this book 
available at KPL 
P 306.874 LEM 



officers 
and other 
people in 
uniform.  
Children 
can also 
look for 
people 
wearing 
name 
tags 
when 
they are 
unsure of 
who to 
ask for 
help in public places.                              

Role playing with your kids using dif-
ferent scenarios is also a good tool in 
helping children remember what to do 
since children tend to learn better 
through games and interactive activi-
ties.  These games could be invaluable 
at times when they need to trust their 
instincts. 

Here’s some more helpful tips: 
-Let them know that adults should 
NEVER ask children to help them 
to find a puppy or for directions.  

Remember when we were kids and 
there were 3 simple rules about 
strangers? 1) Don’t talk to them. 2)
Don’t take candy from them.          3)  
Never get into a car with them.  Then, 
if we didn't say hello to a polite 
stranger while we were with our par-
ents we were actually scolded! Now we 
are the parents. What are we telling 
our kids about strangers?  The 3 
rules we were given are still good 
rules of thumb.  However, the society 
that today’s kids are growing up in, 
presents some new dilemmas. 

First, we must explain what a 
stranger is. This is no easy task. 
Someone who is a stranger to our 
children may be someone that we as 
parents know pretty well. Our kids 
know teachers, coaches and other 
parents that may be strangers to us. 
So what do we do? 

We can teach our children to be 
aware of ALL people and prepare 
them ahead of time by teaching them 
about situations that may arise. Chil-
dren should know that there are 
GOOD strangers as well as BAD 
strangers.  Good strangers are police 

 

-Teach them to keep their distance 
from any car that may stop to talk 
to them. If a car approaches and 
stops, walk or run to the nearest 
house or person they find!  
-If a child feels uncertain or threat-
ened it is very OK to run and 
scream for help!  
-Establish a password that only you 
and your child know and teach 
them not to leave school with ANY-
ONE unless they know the pass-
word.  
-Teach your kids to stay with a 
buddy or group at all times when 
not with you.  
-Teach them to NEVER keep se-
crets from you even if another 
adult tells them to or makes 
threats. 

We often think strangers will look 
crazed, weird or otherwise easily iden-
tifiable. But the reality is that they  
often look just like you and me. Open 
discussion about strangers and child 
predators will give your child the con-
fidence to make good decisions.  

Today is a great day to talk about it! 
Don't wait until it's too late.  This les-
son could save your child’s life. 

 

 

Just For Moms...Just For Moms...Just For Moms...Just For Moms...    

Check out this easy 
guide available at KPL 

P 364.154 WOO 

Upcoming Events 
July 2006 

Kankakee Public Library 

 
 
 

 
 

7/3   LIBRARY CLOSED 
 

7/4  Independence Day 
LIBRARY CLOSED 

 
7/5 K-3 Story & Craft 

 
7/6  Pirates & Mermaids  

Night 6:30p.m. 
Last day to turn in  

LION Cards for  
Summer Reading Program 

 
7/7 “Book It To Splash Valley”  

6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

7/15  Library Family Fun Day 
Farmer’s Market 

9:00AM-12:00 PM 

Summer Reading 

Program 

Registration Begins 

 

Kids Can Cook  
Try this simple recipe & let the kids  

help out with dinner tonight! 

Pizza Swirls 
INGREDIENTS: 

1 (10 ounce) can refrigerated pizza crust dough 

1/4 pound Genoa salami, thinly sliced      

1/4 pound pepperoni sausage, sliced 

1/4 pound provolone cheese, sliced 

1/2 cup shredded mozzarella cheese 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly grease a large baking 
sheet. 

Roll pizza crust dough into an approximately 10x14 inch rectangle on the 
baking sheet. Layer with Genoa salami, pepperoni and provolone cheese. 
Sprinkle with mozzarella cheese to within 1/2 inch from edges of the dough. 
Roll jelly roll style. Seal the edge with a fork. 

Bake in the preheated oven 25 minutes, or until golden brown. Slice into 1 
inch pieces to serve. 


