
Do you need help finding a good book to read? 

Can’t remember which title should be read next in your 

favorite series? 

Are you wondering who else writes thrillers like 

Michael Crichton? 

The staff of the Kankakee Public Library is here to help. 

We have recently added several print resources that 

can help you find a good book: 

The Science Fiction and Fantasy Readers’ Advisory, 

The Horror Readers’ Advisory, The Romance Readers’ Advisory, 

The Mystery Readers’ Advisory, The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, 

and, last but not least, Book Lust: Recommended Reading for Every Mood, 

Moment, and Reason. 

These books are available at the Readers Advisory Desk on the first floor of 

the library. They cannot be checked out, but they can be used while you’re 

visiting the library. They’re great helps when you’re stumped about what to 

read next. 

The staff at the Readers Advisory Desk also has access to many great internet-

based resources and they will be more than happy to talk to you and help you 

find a good book to read.   
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Welcome to the 
premiere issue of 
The Literary Lion!  
We hope you find 
this an informative 
foray into some of 
the best our library 
has to offer. 
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The Literary Lion is com-
piled by staff members of  the  
Kankakee Public Library and 
is published bimonthly. 
 
201 E. Merchant  St. 
Kankakee, IL 
 
(815)939-4564 

BOOK FACTS:BOOK FACTS:BOOK FACTS:BOOK FACTS:     The book, The Da Vinci Code, 
by Dan Brown is currently in production as a movie directed by 
Ron Howard. Starring Tom Hanks as Robert Langdon, the movie 
began filming in June 2005 and is due to be released sometime in 
2006. 



While you may have 

favorite books, you 

probably also have read 

books that are definitely not 

your favorites. Here’s a 

quote from Nancy Pearl, 

the author of Book Lust, 

that provides some 

guidance on how to handle 

a book that isn’t quite 

everything you had hoped 

for: 

“One of my strongest-held 

beliefs is that no one should 

ever finish a book that 

they’re not enjoying, no 

matter how popular or well 

reviewed the book is. 

Believe me, nobody is going 

to get any points in heaven 

by slogging their way 

through a book they aren’t 

enjoying but think they 

ought to read. I live by what 

I call ‘the rule of fifty,’ which 

acknowledges that time is 

short and the world of 

books is immense. If you’re 

fifty years old or younger, 

give every book about fifty 

pages before you decide to 

commit yourself to reading 

it, or give it up. If you’re 

over fifty, which is when 

time gets even shorter, 

subtract your age from 

100—the result is the 

number of pages you should 

read before deciding.  

 

Keep in mind that your 

mood has a lot to do with 

whether or not you will like 

a book. I always leave open 

the option of going back to 

a book that I haven’t liked 

(especially if someone I 

respect has recommended 

it to me) sometime later. 

I’ve begun many books, put 

them down unfinished, then 

returned a month or two 

later, or years, later and 

ended up loving them.” 
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Nancy Pearl is Director 
of the Washington Cen-
ter for the Book at Seat-
tle Public Library. 

When When When When notnotnotnot to read a book: to read a book: to read a book: to read a book:    Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?    
 

The Library has a subscription to Publish-
ers Weekly, a magazine that contains infor-
mation about the publishing world and 
contains book reviews for both fiction 
and non-fiction titles. Back issues of this 
magazine can be checked out for two 
weeks.  
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Series Checklist:Series Checklist:Series Checklist:Series Checklist: 
If you like chocolate and mysteries, you may 
want to try the “cozy” Chocoholic mystery se-
ries by Joanna Carl. This is a list of the books in 
order: 
 
� 1. The Chocolate Cat Caper (PB CARL) 
� 2. The Chocolate Bear Burglary (PB CARL) 
� 3. The Chocolate Frog Frame-up (PB CARL) 
� 4. The Chocolate Puppy Puzzle (PB CARL) 
� 5. The Chocolate Mouse Trap (PB CARL) 
 
Pair these with Bittersweet: Recipes & Tales from 
a Life in Chocolate by Alice Medrich, the founder 
of the Cocolat Dessert Shop in Berkeley, 
California.  (641.6374 MED) 

Do you need some Do you need some Do you need some Do you need some 
fresh dinner ideas?fresh dinner ideas?fresh dinner ideas?fresh dinner ideas?  
 
Try these books by Rachael 
Ray: 
Cooking ‘Round the Clock 
(641.555 RAY) 
Gettogethers: Rachael Ray 
30-minute Meals 
(641.555 RAY) 
Rachael Ray: 30-minute Meals 2 
(641.555 RAY) 
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BOOK 
QUOTE: 
From the book, 
Reading Lolita in 
Tehran: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“For nearly two years, al-

most every Thursday 

morning, rain or shine, 

they came to my house, 

and almost every time, I 

could not get over the 

shock of seeing them shed 

their mandatory veils and 

robes and burst into 

color. When my students 

came into that room, they 

took off more than their 

scarves and robes. Gradu-

ally, each one gained an 

outline and a shape, be-

coming her own inimitable 

self.” 

AUTHORAUTHORAUTHORAUTHOR    
 SPOTLIGHT: SPOTLIGHT: SPOTLIGHT: SPOTLIGHT:    
David BaldacciDavid BaldacciDavid BaldacciDavid Baldacci 

 

 With over 40 million copies of his 
books in print, translated into 37 differ-
ent languages, and available in 80 coun-
tries, David Baldacci has successfully 
made the transition from corporate at-
torney to bestselling author.  
 
 With his background as a lawyer, 
you might assume that his novels are all 
legal thrillers, but David Baldacci’s books 
have a scope far beyond the courtroom.  
Whether his characters are elite FBI 

agents, Washington insiders, or young, impoverished single moth-
ers, his novels are swiftly-paced page turners that deliver the 
maximum in suspense.  In fact, Baldacci’s first novel, Absolute 
Power, was made into a 1997 movie starring Clint Eastwood and 
Gene Hackman.   
 If you like the following authors, you might like David Bal-
dacci:  James Grippando 
  Stephen Cannell 
  John Grisham 
  Michael Connelly      
  Kyle Mills 
   
Baldacci’s newest book is Camel Club and is due to be published 
on October 25, 2005.  
    
 

 

Former President Bill Clinton selected David Baldacci’s The 

Simple Truth as his favorite novel of 1999. 



Coming Attractions in Fiction:Coming Attractions in Fiction:Coming Attractions in Fiction:Coming Attractions in Fiction:    
These books have not been published yet, but you can place holds on them. To place a 
hold, use eLibrary (our online card catalog) or ask for help at the Readers’ Advisory 
Desk.  
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SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    
    
Shalimar the Clown by 
Salman Rushdie 
 

Goodnight Nobody by 
Jennifer Weiner 
 

Slow Man by 
 J. M. Coetzee 
 

A Breath of Snow and 

Ashes by  
Diana Gabaldon 

 

 

 

School Days by 
Robert Parker 
 

 

The Divide by 
Nicholas Evans 

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 
 
Lincoln Lawyer by 
Michael Connelly 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Blue Smoke by  
Nora Roberts 

 

The Sunflower by  
Richard Evans 

 

Wedding in 

December by 
Anita Shreve 

 
Consent to Kill by 
Vince Flynn 
 

Iron Orchid by 
Stuart Woods 

 

At First Sight by  
Nicholas Sparks 
 

The Ambler Warning by 
Robert Ludlum 
 

First Impressions by 
Jude Devereaux 
 
Predator by 
 Patricia Cornwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Memories of my Melan-

choly Whores by 
Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez 

 

Camel Club by  
David Baldacci 
 

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    
 
Ordinary Heroes by 
Scott Turow 

 
Christ the Lord by  
Anne Rice 

 

Mary Mary by 
 James Patterson 

 
Light from Heaven by 
Jan Karon 
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