
Kankakee Public Library May 19th, 2026 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting of the Kankakee Public Library Board of Trustees began at 5:31pm.  

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Vena Burkes, Mike Gall, Bruce Conway, Bonnie Brewer, Elizabeth Barbosa, Dennis Saulsberry, Gerri Suddeth 

 

Absent: Geraldine Adams, Ruth Hatcher 

 

Also present were: Allison Beasley, Library Director, Camille Rose, Assistant Director of Library Engagement, Vicki 

Forquer, Assistant Director of Library Resources, Shanelle Robinson, Communications Strategist/Business Manager 

 

Review of Minutes: The April minutes were reviewed. Burkes made a motion to approve the minutes and Gall seconded 

the motion. The board approved the minutes unanimously.  

 

Public Comment: Mr. Roland Johnson, President of the Friends of the Kankakee Public Library spoke about the goals 

and work that the Friends do for the library and community. 

 

Communications: Director Beasley presented the April statistics to the board. Assistant Director Rose presented the 

April Lions Pride staff newsletter. Director Beasley presented the award letter received from the Illinois Arts Council for a 

grant awarded to Supervisor Bass of the Youth Services department. The grant will be used in funding programming for 

Juneteenth and a mural project.  

 

Bills and Invoices and Financial Report: The library bills and invoices for April were presented to the board. The fiscal 

year has ended with the last reporting date being April 30th. The library brought in more income while spending over 

budget for unexpected elevator repairs and new computer services after ransomware attack. Account transfers were made 

due to end of the year funds being low, with no income tax received yet.  Saulsberry inquired if the attack only affected 

the library, Director Beasley stated only the library was targeted. Gall asked if the new company services are comparable 

or costlier, Director Beasley stated that it is comparable with competition and the company is a provider for other services 

in the library. Suddeth motioned to approve the bills and invoices for the library in April, and Burkes seconded. The board 

approved the April bills and invoices for the library unanimously. The April Kankakee Events Partnership bills and 

invoices were presented. Sponsorship income is doing well for KEP events and MusicFest. Burkes motioned to approve 

the bills and invoices for the Events Partnership, and Barbosa seconded. The board approved the April bills and invoices 

for KEP unanimously.  

 

Director’s Report: Director Beasley reported the following: 2026/27 fiscal year budget is ready; Equalization Aid Grant 

will be received after June 30th. The grant will help cover financial needs for this fiscal year but is a one-time grant. 

Adjustments have been made to salaries and expense cuts will have to be considered for next year. All three library floor’s 

carpets were professionally cleaned, and flower pots in our Reading Garden were planted by Downtown Kankakee. 

Library is awaiting a quote from elevator servicer TKE to fix elevator doors which is estimated around $30,000. CODE 

ADAM drills were done to prepare staff by Supervisors Bass and Davis, and Assistant Supervisor Corine Rose. Summer 

Reading registration has begun in Youth Services. 

 

Unfinished Business: None.  

 

New Business: The 2026/27 fiscal year budget was presented to the board. Conway noted there is no PNG Grant, 

Assistant Direct Rose mentioned that there was no renewal due to changes in grant process, library could not manage. 

Brewer motioned to approve the new budget and Suddeth seconded. The board approved the FY 26/27 Budget 

unanimously. 

 

Executive Session: There was no executive session. 

 

Burkes motioned to adjourn at 6:30pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Shanelle Robinson. 

 


