
Kankakee Public Library June 16th, 2026 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting of the Kankakee Public Library Board of Trustees began at 5:31pm.  

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Vena Burkes, Mike Gall, Bruce Conway, Bonnie Brewer, Dennis Saulsberry, Gerri Suddeth 

 

Absent: Geraldine Adams, Ruth Hatcher, Elizabeth Barbosa 

 

Also present were: Allison Beasley, Library Director, Camille Rose, Assistant Director of Library Engagement, Vicki 

Forquer, Assistant Director of Library Resources, Shanelle Robinson, Communications Strategist/Business Manager 

 

Review of Minutes: The May minutes were reviewed. Gall made a motion to approve the minutes and Suddeth seconded 

the motion. The board approved the minutes unanimously.  

 

Public Comment: None. 

 

Communications: Director Beasley presented the May statistics to the board and the Lions Pride staff newsletter. 

Director Beasley presented two thank you letters received by the library. One accompanied with a Genealogy donation 

and the other to Adult Services staff. 

 

Bills and Invoices and Financial Report: The library bills and invoices for May were presented to the board. Director 

Beasley presented the budget and current spending, library is 8% through fiscal year and about 9% spent. Beasley 

mentioned this is the time of year where money is still being spent but income tax has not yet been received. Library has 

to move money from reserve accounts to cover expenses and then will move it back. Suddeth inquired if the City of 

Kankakee payment was for rent, Director Beasley stated it is for library payroll. Burkes motioned to approve the bills and 

invoices for the library in May, and Brewer seconded. The board approved unanimously. The May Kankakee Events 

Partnership bills and invoices were presented to the board. Conway inquired about the electronic payments for performing 

artists, Beasley stated that the bigger payments are done as ACH transactions to be secure and reduce risk of theft. 

Suddeth motioned to approve the May KEP bills and invoices, and Gall seconded. The board approved unanimously. 

 

Director’s Report: Director Beasley reported the following: City ESU department is working on library garden area 

beautification project, mulch was finished being placed and a garden ribbon cutting was postponed due to weather. Many 

library substitutes were hired on to staff positions so a new substitute was hired after opening the position back up. 

Beasley stated there will be a new policy presented to the board to vote on regarding ELS transactions and adding a $3 fee 

for purchases made by card to help cover the fees taken out from Square. Conway mentioned concern with patrons and 

paying the fee, Assistant Director Forquer stated many patrons like the convenience of purchasing stickers at the library 

and don’t mind the current $5 transaction fee ELS applies. Suddeth inquired if the fee would apply to patrons paying with 

cash, Beasley stated it would only be for card payments. 

 Director Beasley gave an update regarding the Equalization Aid Grant that was to be given to the library and 

placed in the previously approved 26/27 Fiscal Year budget. Beasley received an email and call from the State Library 

Director stating that the amount presented before was incorrect and that the actual number the library would receive from 

the grant is $1,190.65. The grant was based on community’s assessed value which they stated changed and would no 

longer classify the community at a high enough risk to receive the full dollar amount of $17.50 per person as previously 

noted. Beasley states the 26/27 fiscal budget will have to be brought back to the board. Burkes inquired on how soon the 

board would be updated, Beasley stated as they just found out they will work on ideas to be able to present a new budget 

to the board next month in July. Beasley, Forquer, and Rose will sit down and rework the budget and identify areas to 

save money in and consider grants to apply for. Beasley will also work on speaking with the Mayor in regards to library’s 

fiscal position for the current and next coming year. 

 

Unfinished Business: None.  

 

 

 

 



New Business: ELS additional $3 card fee presented to the board. Suddeth motion to approve the fee, and Burkes 

seconded. The board approved unanimously. A surplus list of some damaged items were presented. Burkes motioned to 

approve, and Gall seconded. The board approved unanimously. An additional closing date for the Day After Christmas 

(Dec 26, 2026) was presented to the board. Burkes inquired if full time staff would still get paid, Beasley stated full time 

staff work a set 37.5 hours a week and get paid the two holiday days during the week if it falls in their scheduled hours. 

Noting that this closing is unpaid for part-time staff, Suddeth motioned to approve and Gall seconded. The board 

approved unanimously  

 

Executive Session: There was no executive session. 

 

Burkes motioned to adjourn at 6:34pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Shanelle Robinson. 

 


